








(continued from previous page)

The public in NC is being sold a bill of goods that the Divi-
sion of Water Quality’s (DWQ) residuals management program
(aka, sewage sludge spreading) is “highly regulated.” In truth,
the business of sewage sludge is a self-regulating industry, due
to that fact that it is both underfunded and understaffed by the
state. As such, the majority of monitoring and oversight is left
to the appliers and farmers, in hopes they follow the rules.

It is left up to farmers to adhere to the regulations that require
a 30-day waiting period to graze their cattle on sludge-applied
fields. It is left up to appliers, who make their profits by woo- If you see one of these doing this, run the other way.
Then call the NC Division of Water Quality, Aquifer Pro-
tection Section, and ask them why there are no signs

) ) posted limiting public access to the sewage sludged
bial fox guarding the henhouse. field at: (919) 715-6189.

ing farmers to take sewage sludge, to enforce and monitor the
use of sludge on farmlands. In other words, it’s like the prover-

Why are farmers being encouraged by our federal and state gov-

ernments to spread millions of tons of sewage sludge on thousands of acres each year as an alternative to commer-
cial fertilizers? One might also wonder why sludge can’t be tested for all of its potentially toxic substances to get a
handle on what’s in it. According to DWQ), it’s too cost prohibitive. ®

In our mission to educate consumers about the dangers of sewage sludge, NC Healthy Communities is expanding its
sludge campaign to food vendors, grocery stores and restaurants that support locally grown, organic food or foods grown
without the use of sewage sludge. If yow'd like to know more about sludge, request a presentation on sludge in your com-
munity or know someone who has been affected by sludge spreading, please contact Sue Dayton at: 336-525-2003 or
sdayton @swep.com

(FibroWHAT? continued from page 10)

contributor to ozone pollution. Replacing the nitrogen component with fossil fuel (natural gas), and mining ad-
ditional phosphate creates even more pollution and is far more expensive. Fibrowatt’s poultry industry “solution”
is really no solution at all.

New businesses that could compete with Fibrowatt for poultry manure are now operating in other states. Or-
ganic Growing Systems in Alpharetta, Georgia, for one, is making fertilizer from poultry manure. Their plants
are spreading across the south, with a Mississippi plant expanding to 200 tons per day, another plant to follow
in Gainesville, plus more plants in Texas and California. With a product that's more beneficial to the soil than
synthetic fertilizer, available at a fraction of the cost, and requires less over time, it’s easy to see why. Perhaps our
state’s leaders should pay organic growing systems a visit.

Until energy alternatives develop, BREDL is working to convince the state’s Division of Air Quality to set tight
limits on emissions from Fibrowatt plants. Last year’s legislation requires “Best Available Control Technology”
(BACT) for these facilities, but that gives tremendous leeway to the regulators. Other states are setting strict lim-
its on biomass incinerators and North Carolina should do likewise.

At the same time, we are ready to help communities targeted by Fibrowatt to organize to stop these projects. Local
governments need to be much more skeptical of these proposals. So far, with little public opposition, they have
not been. However, on September 30, 2008, Citizens for a Safe Environment took legal steps in Sampson County
to reverse a decision to re-zone land on 1-40 near Faison. Fibrowatt proposes to build on the site. The complaint
cites negative impacts to the neighboring African-American community, air and water pollution, and potential
harm to organic farmers and the area’s farm economy.

Meanwhile, when I come across a supply of chicken litter, I plan to put it on my garden - not in my wood stove.
That makes a lot more sense to me. B

For more information contact David Mickey at: 336-769-0955 or davidmickey@bellsouth.net
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