






The public in NC is being sold a bill of goods that the Divi-
sion of Water Quality’s (DWQ) residuals management program 
(aka, sewage sludge spreading) is “highly regulated.” In truth, 
the business of sewage sludge is a self-regulating industry, due 
to that fact that it is both underfunded and understaffed by the 
state. As such, the majority of monitoring and oversight is left 
to the appliers and farmers, in hopes they follow the rules. 

It is left up to farmers to adhere to the regulations that require 
a 30-day waiting period to graze their cattle on sludge-applied 
fields. It is left up to appliers, who make their profits by woo-
ing farmers to take sewage sludge, to enforce and monitor the 
use of sludge on farmlands. In other words, it’s like the prover-
bial fox guarding the henhouse. 

Why are farmers being encouraged by our federal and state gov-
ernments to spread millions of tons of sewage sludge on thousands of acres each year as an alternative to commer-
cial fertilizers? One might also wonder why sludge can’t be tested for all of its potentially toxic substances to get a 
handle on what’s in it. According to DWQ, it’s too cost prohibitive. ■
In our mission to educate consumers about the dangers of sewage sludge, NC Healthy Communities is expanding its 
sludge campaign to food vendors, grocery stores and restaurants that support locally grown, organic food or foods grown 
without the use of sewage sludge. If you’d like to know more about sludge, request a presentation on sludge in your com-
munity or know someone who has been affected by sludge spreading, please contact Sue Dayton at: 336-525-2003 or 
sdayton@swcp.com

If you see one of these doing this, run the other way. 
Then call the NC Division of Water Quality, Aquifer Pro-
tection Section, and ask them why there are no signs 
posted limiting public access to the sewage sludged 
field at: (919) 715-6189.

contributor to ozone pollution.  Replacing the nitrogen component with fossil fuel (natural gas), and mining ad-
ditional phosphate creates even more pollution and is far more expensive.  Fibrowatt’s poultry industry “solution” 
is really no solution at all.

New businesses that could compete with Fibrowatt for poultry manure are now operating in other states.  Or-
ganic Growing Systems in Alpharetta, Georgia, for one, is making fertilizer from poultry manure.  Their plants 
are spreading across the south, with a Mississippi plant expanding to 200 tons per day, another plant to follow 
in Gainesville, plus more plants in Texas and California.  With a product that's more beneficial to the soil than 
synthetic fertilizer, available at a fraction of the cost, and requires less over time, it’s easy to see why.  Perhaps our 
state’s leaders should pay organic growing systems a visit.

Until energy alternatives develop, BREDL is working to convince the state’s Division of Air Quality to set tight 
limits on emissions from Fibrowatt plants.  Last year’s legislation requires “Best Available Control Technology” 
(BACT) for these facilities, but that gives tremendous leeway to the regulators.  Other states are setting strict lim-
its on biomass incinerators and North Carolina should do likewise.

At the same time, we are ready to help communities targeted by Fibrowatt to organize to stop these projects.  Local 
governments need to be much more skeptical of these proposals.  So far, with little public opposition, they have 
not been. However, on September 30, 2008, Citizens for a Safe Environment took legal steps in Sampson County 
to reverse a decision to re-zone land on I-40 near Faison.  Fibrowatt proposes to build on the site.  The complaint 
cites negative impacts to the neighboring African-American community, air and water pollution, and potential 
harm to organic farmers and the area’s farm economy.

Meanwhile, when I come across a supply of chicken litter, I plan to put it on my garden - not in my wood stove.  
That makes a lot more sense to me. ■
For more information contact David Mickey at: 336-769-0955 or davidmickey@bellsouth.net
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Bringing environmental health issues to the community table
In between taking calls for help from people all over the country who have been injured or disabled by exposures 
to toxic chemicals (primarily pesticides), Elizabeth and Daisy O’Nan of Protect All Children’s Environment (PACE) 
have been working with the McDowell County Health Coalition on a state mandated health survey. 

 “They called it a ‘Community Needs Survey,’ ” Elizabeth says, “but the survey only contained ‘blame the victim’ 
issues such as obesity, smoking and access to medical care. It lacked questions about environmentally-related 
diseases and concerns about environmental quality.  It was like they were saying that if people had a health 
problem it was because they ate too much, smoked too much or didn’t go to the doctor.”  

The Coalition told PACE it could not accept environmental groups as coalition members, so PACE formed a new 
group called the McDowell Environmental Health Authority (MEHA). MEHA was still denied membership in the 
coalition, and local politicians with ties to industry and development, who sat on the Coalition’s board, made 
matters even more difficult. The final straw came when a Title V polluting industry (Baxter’s Health Care) donated 
over half of the Coalition’s budget at $60,000. 

As fate would have it (and with a little pressure from Elizabeth), the Coalition decided to include MEHA’s survey 
questions in their survey, some of which are associated with environmental pollution such as asthma, brain tu-
mors, and diabetes. MEHA then went to work creating posters for library displays encouraging residents to take 
the health survey. Over 700 residents took the survey. “They only had 300 take it the year before, so I think our 
efforts helped a lot,” adds Elizabeth. The final comparative survey results will be presented during the next Health 
Coalition meeting in November.

Though MEHA is still not a bonafide member of the Coalition, Elizabeth says she has a dream of seeing the Mc-
Dowall County Environmental Health Authority become a local and national forum for concerned citizens to par-
ticipate in making decisions that will contribute to a healthy environment. “We have to stay on top of it. When a 
polluting industry moves into a community they need to be thoroughly scrutinized. Once you’ve been poisoned 
and disabled by chemicals, your life is changed forever, particularly if your child has been affected.” 

For more information contact Elizabeth O’Nan at: 828-724-4221.
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FACES faced with 30 years of impacts from quarry
The members of Fieldale and Carver Environmental Society (FACES) say they’ve had enough. Todd Woodall, a 
founding member of FACES, says “We were tired of all of this, tired that it’s gone on for too long, and tired of 
people looking the other way.” 

The “this” that Todd is referring to is thirty years of dust, explosions, cracks in walls, mud in water, truck traffic 
and a decrease in property values and quality of life as a result of activities from a rock quarry run by Boxley Ag-
gregates. The plant is located about 50 ft. away from the property line of the nearest resident on Carver Road. 
And if a rock quarry in your neighborhood isn’t bad enough, there’s an asphalt plant that sits directly across 
the street from the quarry, both grandfathered in under the old zoning codes.

Fieldale and Carver Environmental Society was born after a neighborhood meeting was organized by Gail Ri-
ley to address the impacts to their community from the rock quarry.  “Gail organized the first public meeting 
about three years ago,” says Todd.  “Quarry representatives attended and spoke about how they donated some 
T-shirts to a local softball team. They wanted us to believe that because their company threw a few dollars at 
something like t-shirts it makes them a good neighbor.” 

Due to the poor state of the local economy, members of FACES are refraining from saying “shut it down.” “We’re 
trying to call attention to the situation and to look for a solution that is beneficial to the overall community 
which doesn’t jeopardize jobs,” says Woodall. The group has created a website (http://fieldale.wordpress.com ) 
and have been taking photos of uncovered trucks leaving the quarry, which violate the Virginia Cover Law. “We 
must be doing something right,” Todd adds, “because right after we put up our website, the quarry put out a 
newsletter called, ‘Neighbor News,’ saying what good neighbors they are. One of the articles claimed they put 
more water back into the creek than they take out. I’m still trying to figure that one out.” 

For more information contact Todd Woodall at: faces@post.com



Stay in touch via our Website!

In May, the BREDL website surpassed the 10 millionth hit since its launching on February 15, 
1999.  The site receives an average of 2600 daily hits, 840 daily page views, and 350 daily visitors.

In 2007, BREDL switched host servers to better accommodate our growing website.  Our 
website is over 110 MB and contains over 2,100 files, including BREDL press releases, letters, 
comments, reports, photos, graphics, and in-depth facts and insights on BREDL campaigns 

and chapters.  We accept credit card donations online using PayPal's Secure Server.

Some of our more popular postings involve the issues of asphalt plants, pro-
posed new nuclear power plants, waste gasification, sewage sludge, and 

zero waste.  For example, we post online our legal documents regarding sev-
eral proposed nuclear power plants planned throughout the southeast.  

Internet surfers throughout the world have stopped by the BREDL website.  We also get our 
share of visitors affiliated with colleges and universities, the U.S. military, industries, utili-
ties, anti-environmental public relations firms, and local, state, and federal governments.  

Visit us at:
www.bredl.org
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