Fibrominn Power Plant Cited for Alleged Air Emissions
Violations
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Wllmar, Mnn. -- The M nnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) and
Fi brom nn of Benson reached an agreenent recently resolving the
conpany's past failure to conply with state air-quality rules and
pernmit conditions. Air enission violations occurring since 2007
resulted in a $65,000 penalty, and corrective actions including the
installation of a new sul fur dioxide nonitor at a mini num cost of
$80, 000.

Fi brom nn began operation in May 2007 burning primarily turkey litter
to generate electricity. Since the start of operations, the facility
has experienced nunerous violations of its pernmit. The settlenment
addresses violations of late report subnmittals, failed perfornmance
test, and excess nitrogen oxide, sulfur dioxide and carbon nonoxide
em ssions. The conpany also failed to self-report deviations that
occurred during operation of the facility's poultry litter-fired
boi | er.

Fi brom nn has since conducted the performance test and subnitted a
testing frequency plan, a continuous opacity nonitor/continuous

em ssions nmonitor downtime elimnation report, a pressure drop limt,
a relative accuracy test audit test plan, a hydrochloric acid
correlation curve and a pernit conpliance checklist.

M nnesota | aw requires owners and operators of facilities with the
potential to release air pollutants to have MPCA pernits. Facilities
must al so carefully nonitor and mai ntai n equi pment because eni ssions
exceedi ng state standards can degrade air quality. The MPCA offers
outreach and training to help facilities neet their pernit
requirenents. For nore information on air quality pernmits and

em ssion standards, call Jennifer Lovett, MPCA air quality inspector,
at 651-757-2538 or 1-800-657-3864.

A stipulation agreenent such as this is one of the tools used to

achi eve compliance with environmental |aws. Wen cal cul ating
penalties, the MPCA takes into account how seriously the violation

af fected the environnent, whether it is a first-time or repeat

viol ation and how pronptly the violation was reported to appropriate
authorities. It also attenpts to recover the cal cul ated economc
benefit gained by failure to conply with environmental laws in a
timely manner. For a conprehensive list of enforcenent actions by the
MPCA, go to the agency's Wb site at

wwmv. pca. st ate. m. us/ newscent er/ enforcenent. htnl .
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